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The Crisis Turns Violent
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Explore
These Questions Define Identify
e How did Uncle Tom’s e repeal e Harriet Beecher Stowe
As Cabin affect attitudes e guerrilla warfare e Uncle Tom’s Cabin
toward slavery? :
You ) s e lawsuit e Kansas-Nebraska Act
e Why did a civil war Franklin Pi
Read break out in Kansas? o R

e How did the Dred
Scott decision divide,
the nation?

g In the mid-1850s, proslavery
SETTING and antislavery forces battled
)the Scene)

for control of the territory of
Kansas. An observer described election day
in one Kansas district in 1855:

€6 On the morning of the election,
before the polls were opened, some
300 or 400 Missourians and others
were collected in the yard...where
the election was to be held, armed
with bowie-knives, revolvers, and
clubs. They said they came to vote,
and whip the...Yankees, and would
vote without being sworn. Some said
they came to have a fight, and want-
ed one. 99

Hearing of events in Kansas, Abraham
Lincoln, then a young lawyer in Illinois, pre-
dicted that “the contest will come to blows,
and bloodshed.” Once again, the issue of slav-
ery in the territories divided the nation.

An Antislavery Bestseller

An event in 1852 added to the growing
antislavery mood of the North. That year,
Harriet Beecher Stowe published a novel
called Uncle Tom’s Cabin. Stowe wrote the
novel to show the evils of slavery and the in-
justice of the Fugitive Slave Law. She had
originally published the story as a serial in
an abolitionist newspaper.
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e Border Ruffians

e John Brown

e Bleeding Kansas

e Charles Sumner

e Dred Scott decision

A powerful story

Stowe told the story of Uncle Tom, an en-
slaved African American noted for his kind-
ness and his devotion to his religion. Tom is
bought by Simon Legree, a cruel planter who
treats his slaves brutally. In the end, Uncle
Tom refuses to obey Legree’s order to whip
another slave. Legree then whips Uncle Tom
to death.

Uncle Tom’s Cabin had wide appeal in
the North. The first 5,000 copies that were
printed sold out in two days. In its first year,
Stowe’s novel sold 300,000 copies. The book
was also published in many different lan-
guages. Soon, a play based on the novel ap-
peared in cities not only in the North but
around the world.

Nationwide reaction

Although Uncle Tom’s Cabin was popular
in the North, southerners objected to the
book. They claimed that it did not give a true

picture of slave life. Indeed, Stowe had seen

little of slavery firsthand.

Even so, the book helped to change the
way northerners felt about slavery. No longer
could they ignore slavery as a political prob-
lem for Congress to settle. They now saw the
slavery issue as a moral problem facing every
American. For this reason, Uncle Tom’s
Cabin was one of the most important books
in American history.



Kansas-Nebraska Act

Americans had hoped that the Compro-
mise of 1850 would end debate over slavery
in the West. In 1854, however, the issue of
slavery in the territories surfaced yet again.

In January 1854, Senator Stephen Dou-
glas introduced a bill to set up a government
for the Nebraska Territory. This territory

stretched from Texas north to Canada, and

from Missouri west to the Rockies.
Douglas knew that white southerners did
not want to add another free state to the

Union. He proposed that the Nebraska Ter-
ritory be divided into two territories, Kansas
and Nebraska. (See the map below.) The
settlers living in each territory would decide
the issue of slavery by popular sovereignty.

Douglas’s bill was known as the Kansas-
Nebraska Act.

Support for the act

The Kansas-Nebraska Act seemed fair to
many people. After all, the Compromise of
1850 had applied popular sovereignty in New
Mexico and Utah.

Slavery After the Compromise of 1850
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Territory, (c) Nebraska Territory.

2. Movement
territories were closed to slavery?

The issue of whether or not to allow slavery in
the territories created tension between the North and the South.

1. Location On the map, locate: (a) Missouri Compromise Line, (b) Kansas
(a) Which territories were open to slavery after 18542 (b) Which

3. Critical Thinking How would the balance of power in the Senate change if
western territories became slave states?
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Abolitionist’s »
saber

* . =
‘ I ewing Bleeding Kansas
b In 1856, a bloody civil war broke out in Kansas. Proslavery and

antislavery forces fought for control of the territory. The battle depicted here took

place at Hickory Point, 25 miles north of Lawrence. * How was the
violence in Kansas related to the Kansas-Nebraska Act?

Southern leaders especially supported
the Kansas-Nebraska Act. They were sure
that slave owners from neighboring Missouri
would move across the border into Kansas.
In time, they hoped, Kansas would become a
slave state. '

President Franklin Pierce, a Democrat
elected in 1852, also supported the bill. With
the President’s help, Douglas pushed the
Kansas-Nebraska Act through Congress. He
did not realize it at the time, but he had lit a
fire under a powder keg.

Northern outrage

Other people were unhappy with the new
law. The Missouri Compromise had already
banned slavery in Kansas and Nebraska,
they insisted. In effect, the Kansas-Nebraska
Act would repeal, or undo, the Missouri
Compromise.

The northern reaction to the Kansas-
Nebraska Act was swift and angry. Oppo-
nents of slavery called the act a “criminal
betrayal of precious rights.” Slavery could
now spread to areas that had been free for
more than 30 years.
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Bleeding Kansas

Kansas now became a testing ground for
popular sovereignty. Stephen Douglas hoped
that settlers would decide the slavery issue
peacefully on election day. Instead, proslav-
ery and antislavery forces sent settlers to
Kansas to fight for control of the territory.

Most of the new arrivals were farmers
from neighboring states. Their main interest
in moving to Kansas was to acquire cheap
land. Few of these settlers owned slaves. At
the same time, abolitionists brought in more
than 1,000 settlers from New England.

Proslavery settlers moved into Kansas as
well. They wanted to make sure that anti-
slavery forces did not overrun the territory.
Proslavery bands from Missouri often rode
across the border. These Border Ruffians
battled the antislavery forces in Kansas.

Two governments

In 1855, Kansas held elections to choose
lawmakers. Hundreds of Border Ruffians
crossed into Kansas and voted illegally. They
helped to elect a proslavery legislature.



The new legislature quickly passed laws
to support slavery. One law said that people
could be put to death for helping slaves es-
cape. Another made speaking out against
slavery a crime punishable by two years of
hard labor. ‘

Antislavery settlers refused to accept
these laws. They elected their own governor
and legislature. With two rival governments,
Kansas was in chaos. Armed gangs roamed
the land looking for trouble.

A bloody battleground

In 1856, a band of proslavery men raided
the town of Lawrence, an antislavery strong-
hold. The attackers destroyed homes and
smashed the press of a Free Soil newspaper.

John Brown, an abolitionist, decided to
strike back. Brown had moved to Kansas to
help make it a free state. He claimed that
God had sent him to punish supporters of
slavery.

Brown rode with his four sons and two
other men to the town of Pottawatomie (paht
uh WAHT uh mee) Creek. In the middle of the
night, they dragged five proslavery settlers
from their beds and murdered them.

The killings at Pottawatomie Creek led to
more violence. Both sides fought fiercely and
engaged in guerrilla warfare, or the use of
hit-and-run tactics. By late 1856, more than
200 people had been killed. Newspapers
calied the territory Bleeding Kansas.

Violence in the Senate

Even before John Brown’s attack, the
battle over Kansas had spilled into the
Senate. Charles Sumner of Massachusetts
was the leading abolitionist senator. In
one speech, the sharp-tongued Sumner
denounced the proslavery legislature of
Kansas. He then viciously criticized his
southern foes, singling out Andrew Butler,
an elderly senator from South Carolina.

Butler was not in the Senate on the day
Sumner spoke. A few days later, however,
Butler’s nephew, Congressman Preston
Brooks, marched into the Senate chamber.
Using a heavy cane, Brooks beat Sumner un-
til he fell down, bloody and unconscious, to
the floor.

N

Many southerners felt that Sumner got
what he deserved for his verbal abuse of an-
other senator. Hundreds of people sent canes
to Brooks to show their support. To north-
erners, however, the brutal act was just more
evidence that slavery led to violence.

The Dred Scott Case

With Congress in an uproar, many Amer-
icans looked to the Supreme Court to settle
the slavery issue and restore peace. In 1857,
the Court ruled on a case involving a slave
named Dred Scott. Instead of bringing har-
mony, however, the Court’s decision further
divided North and South.

Dred Scott had lived for many years in
Missouri. Later, he moved with his owner to
Illinois and then to the Wisconsin Territory,

9

Blog raphy Dpred scott
Dred Scott filed a lawsuit for his freedom. He ar-
gued that he should be a free man because he had
lived in a free territory. The Supreme Court, how-
ever, ruled that he had no right to sue because he
was property and not a citizen. After the decision,
Scott’s new owner granted freedom to Scott and
his family. Just one year later, Scott died of con-
sumption. * How did the Dred Scott decision
overturn the Missouri Compromise?
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where slavery was not allowed. After they
returned to Missouri, Scott’s owner died.
Antislavery lawyers helped Scott to file a
lawsuit, a legal case brought by a person or
group against another to settle a dispute be-
tween them. Scott’s lawyers argued that
since Scott had lived in a free territory, he
was a free man.

The Supreme Court’s decision

In time, the case reached the Supreme
Court. The Court’s decision startled Ameri-
cans who opposed slavery. The Court ruled
that Scott could not file a lawsuit because, as
an enslaved person, he was not a citizen.
Also, the Court clearly stated that slaves
were property.

The Court’s ruling did not stop there. In-
stead, the Justices went on to make a sweep-
ing decision about the larger issue of slavery
in the territories. According to the Court,
Congress did not have the power to outlaw
slavery in any territory. The Court’s ruling
meant that the Missouri Compromise was
unconstitutional.

The nation reacts

White southerners rejoiced at the Dred
Scott decision. It meant that slavery was
legal in all the territories. This was just what
white southerners had been demanding for
years.

African Americans responded angrily to
the Dred Scott decision. In the North, many
held public meetings to condemn the ruling.
At a meeting in Philadelphia, a speaker
hoped that the Dred Scott decision would
lead more whites to “join with us in our
efforts to recover the long lost boon of
freedom.”

White northerners were also shocked by
the ruling. Many had hoped that slavery
would eventually die out if it were restricted
to the South. Now, however, slavery could
spread throughout the West. Even northern-
ers who disliked abolitionists felt that the
Dred Scott ruling was wrong. A newspaper
in Cincinnati declared, “We are now one
great...slaveholding community.” In New
England, another newspaper asked, “Where
will it all end?”
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Recall

1

2.
3.

. Locate (a) Kansas Territory, (b) Nebraska
Territory.

Define (a) repeal, (b) guerrilla warfare, (c) lawsuit.
Identify (a) Harriet Beecher Stowe, (b) Uncle
Tom’s Cabin, (c) Kansas-Nebraska Act,

(d) Franklin Pierce, (e) Border Ruffians, (f) John
Brown, (g) Bleeding Kansas, (h) Charles Sumner,
(i) Dred Scott decision.

Comprehension

I

6. Explain how each of the following reacted to the
Dred Scott decision: (@) white southerners,
(b) African Americans, (c) white northerners.

Critical Thinking and Writing

7. Analyzing Primary Sources After the Kansas-
Nebraska Act was passed, Stephen Douglas
stated, “The struggle for freedom was forever
banished from the halls of Congress to the west-
ern plains.” (a) What did Douglas mean? (b) Do
you agree or disagree with his statement?
Explain.

4. (a) How did Uncle Tom’s Cabin portray slavery? |
(b) How did the book affect people’s attitudes

toward slavery?

5. How did the Kansas-Nebraska Act lead to
violence in Kansas? |

Comparing Compare Harriet Beecher Stowe’s
‘ and John Brown’s contributions to the abolitionist
] movement.
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' tﬂ/’ Activity Wiriting a Protest Letter You are outraged by the Dred Scott
l I/Iﬁ decision! Write a protest letter to the justices of the Supreme Court explain-

4 ing why you think their decision in this case was wrong.
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