A Promise of Freedom
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What were the effects
Read of the Proclamation?

How did African Ameri-
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Union war effort?

N e At first, the Civil War
ETTING was not a war
against slavery. Yet
wherever Union troops went, en-
slaved African Americans eagerly
rushed to them, expecting to be freed. Most
were sorely disappointed. Union officers of-
ten held these runaways until their masters
arrived to take them back to slavery.

Some northerners began to raise ques-
tions. Was slavery not the root of the conflict
between North and South? Were tens of
thousands of men dying so that a slavehold-
ing South would come back into the Union?
Questions like these led Northerners to won-
der what the real aim of the war should be.

Lincoln Was Cautious

The Civil War began as a war to restore
the Union, not to end the institution of slav-
ery. President Lincoln made this clear in the
following statement.

€6 If I could save the Union without
freeing any slave, I would do it; and
if I could save it by freeing all the
slaves, I would do it; and if I could
do it by freeing some and leaving
others alone, I would also do that. 99

Lincoln had a reason for handling the
slavery issue cautiously. As you have read,
four slave states remained in the Union. The
President did not want to do anything that
might cause these states to shift their loyalty

e 54th Massachusetts
Regiment

e Fort Wagner

Antislavery potholders

to the Confederacy. The resources of the bor-
der states might allow the South to turn the
tide of the war.

The Emancipation
Proclamation

By mid-1862, however, Lincoln came to
believe that he could save the Union only by
broadening the goals of the war. He decided
to emancipate, or free, enslaved African
Americans living in the Confederacy. In the
four loyal slave states, however, slaves would
not be freed. Nor would slaves be freed in
Confederate lands that had already been
captured by the Union, such as the city of
New Orleans.

Motives and timing

Lincoln had practical reasons for his
emancipation plan. At the start of the Civil
War, more than 3 million enslaved people la-
bored for the Confederacy. They helped grow
the food that fed Confederate soldiers. They
also worked in iron and lead mines that were
vital to the South’s war effort. Some served
as nurses and cooks for the army. Lincoln
knew that emancipation would weaken the
Confederacy’s ability to carry on the war.

However, Lincoln did not want to anger
slave owners in the Union. Also, he knew
that many northerners opposed freedom for
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ewing The Emancipation Proclamation
HISTORY

The Emancipation Proclamation meant that
Union troops were now fighting to end slavery. Lincoln’s
action, however, did not please all northerners. Opposition
to the preliminary proclamation contributed to Republican
party losses in the Congressional elections of 1862.

* How does this poster make use of symbolism?

enslaved African Americans. Lincoln there-
fore hoped to introduce the idea of emanci-
pation slowly, by limiting it to territory con-"
trolled by the Confederacy. ,
The President had another very impor-
tant motive, too. As you read in Chapter 16,
Lincoln believed that slavery was wrong.
When he felt that he could act to free slaves
without threatening the Union, he did so.
Lincoln was concerned about the timing
of his announcement. The war was not going
well for the Union. He did not want Ameri-
cans to think he was freeing slaves as a des-
perate effort to save a losing cause. He
waited for a victory to announce his plan.
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Freedom proclaimed

On September 22, 1862, five days after
the Union victory at Antietam, Lincoln is-
sued a preliminary proclamation. It warned
that on January 1, 1863, anyone held as a
slave in a state still in rebellion against the
United States would be emancipated.

Then, on January 1, 1863, Lincoln issued
the formal Emancipation Proclamation. The
Emancipation Proclamation declared:

' 66 On the 1st day of January, in the
year of our Lord 1863, all persons
held as slaves within any state
or...part of a state [whose]
people...shall then be in rebellion
against the United States, shall be
then, thenceforward, and forever
free. 99

Impact of the Proclamation

Because the rebelling states were not un-
der Union control, no slaves actually gained
their freedom on January 1, 1863. Neverthe-
less, as a result of the Emancipation Procla-
mation, the purpose of the war changed.
Now, Union troops were fighting to end slav-
ery as well as to save the Union.

The opponents of slavery greeted the
proclamation. with joy. In Boston, African
American abolitionist Frederick Douglass
witnessed one of the many emotional cele-
brations that took place:

€€ The effect of this announcement
was startling...and the scene was
wild and grand. ... My old friend
Rue, a Negro preacher,...expressed
the heartfelt emotion of the hour,
when he led all voices in the
anthem, ‘Sound the loud timbrel o’er
Egypt’s dark sea, Jehovah hath tri-
umphed, his people are free!’99
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Many northerners greeted the Emancipation
Proclamation with music and song. At
Boston’s Music Hall, people celebrated with
performances of Mendelssohn’s Hymn of
Praise, and Handel’s Hallelujah Chorus.




The Proclamation won the Union the
sympathy of people in Europe, especially
workers. As a result, it became less likely
that Britain or any other European country
would come to the aid of the South.

African Americans Help

When the war began, thousands of free
blacks volunteered to fight for the Union. At
first, federal law forbade African Americans
to serve as soldiers. When Congress repealed
that law in 1862, however, both free African
Americans and escaped slaves enlisted in
the Union army.

In the Union army

The army assigned these volunteers to
all-black units, commanded by white offi-
cers. At first, the black troops served only as
laborers. They performed noncombat duties

such as building roads and guarding sup-
plies. Black troops received only half the pay
of white soldiers.

African American soldiers protested
against this policy of discrimination that
denied them the same rights and treatment
as other soldiers. Gradually, conditions
changed. By 1863, African American troops
were fighting in major battles against the
Confederates. In 1864, the United States
War Department announced that all soldiers
would receive equal pay. By the end of the
war, about 200,000 African Americans had
fought for the Union. Nearly 40,000 lost
their lives.

Acts of bravery

One of the most famous African Ameri-
can units in the Union army was the 54th
Massachusetts Regiment. The 54th ac-
cepted African Americans from all across the

ewing Assault on Fort Wagner

HISTORY

In this painting by Tom Lovell, African American soldiers of the 54th
Massachussetts Regiment charge against Confederate troops at Fort Wagner. Nearly
half the regiment died in the failed attack, including the regiment’s commander,
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw. * Why do you think the Union army was reluctant
to appoint African American officers?
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North. Frederick Douglass helped recruit
troops for the regiment, and two of his sons
served in it. '

On July 18, 1863, the 54th Massachu-
setts Regiment led an attack on Fort Wag-
ner near Charleston. Under heavy fire,
troops fought their way into the fort before
being forced to withdraw. In the desperate
fighting, almost half the regiment, including
its young commander, Robert Shaw, were
killed.

The courage of the 54th Massachusetts
and other regiments helped to win respect
for African American soldiers. Sergeant
William Carney of the 54th Massachusetts
was awarded the Congressional Medal of
Honor for acts of bravery. He was the first of
16 African American soldiers to be so hon-
ored during the Civil War. In a letter to
President Lincoln, Secretary of War Stanton
praised African American soldiers.

66 [They] have proved themselves
among the bravest of the brave, per-
forming deeds of daring and shed-
ding their blood with a heroism un-
surpassed by soldiers of any race. 99

Behind Confederate lines

In the South, despite the Emancipation
Proclamation, African Americans still had to
work as slaves on plantations. However,
many enslaved African Americans slowed
down their work. Others refused to work at
all or to submit to punishment. In so doing,
they knew they were helping to weaken the
South’s war effort. They knew that when vic-
torious Union troops arrived in their area,
they would be free.

Throughout the South, thousands of en-
slaved African Americans also took direct ac-
tion to free themselves. Whenever a Union
army appeared in an area, the slaves from
all around would flee their former masters.
They crossed over to the Union lines and to
freedom. By the end of the war, about one
fourth of the enslaved population in the
South had escaped to freedom.

The former slaves helped Union armies
achieve victory in a variety of ways. They
used their knowledge of the local terrain to
serve as guides and spies. Many more en-
listed in African American regiments of the
Union army.
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Recall

1. Identify (a) Emancipation Proclamation,
(b) 54th Massachusetts Regiment, (c) Fort
Wagner.

2. Define (a) emancipate, (b) discrimination.

Comprehension

3. (a) Why was President Lincoln cautious about
making emancipation a goal of the war? (b) Why
did he finally decide to issue the Emancipation
Proclamation?

4. Why were no slaves actually freed when the
Proclamation was issued?

5. (a) How did the 54th Massachussetts Regiment’s
attack on Fort Wagner affect public opinion
about enslaved African American soldiers?
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(b) How did African Americans help to weaken
the Confederacy?

Critical Thinking and Writing
6. Drawing Conclusions What did the Union

army’s policy toward all-black regiments reveal
about northern attitudes toward African Ameri-
cans? Explain.

. Analyzing Primary Sources In 1861, Freder-

ick Douglass said, “This is no time to fight with
one hand when both hands are needed. This is no
time to fight with only your white hand, and allow
your black hand to remain tied!” (a) What did
Douglass mean by this statement? (b) Did the
United States Congress agree with Douglass?
Explain. '

courageous African American soldiers of the Civil War. Write a poem to be

’igtﬂ/‘ Activity Writing a Poem A monument is being built to honor the

.mm engraved on the monument, mentioning some of the facts you have learned
*

in this section.
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