Radical Reconstruction
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Explore
These Questions

e What were the goals of the

Radical Republicans?

S ‘,

You e Why did Congresstry to
remove President Johnson

Read from office?

e What were the Fourteenth
and Fifteenth Amendménts?

) In the spring of 1866, disturb-
S)ETTING ing reports trickled into Con-
)the Scene,

gress. In some southern cities,
peddlers were openly selling Confederate
flags. Throughout the South, people sang a
new song, “I'm a good old rebel /And I don’t
want no pardon for anything I done.”

These reports confirmed what many Re-
publicans had suspected. “The rebellion has
not ended,” declared one angry Republican.
“It has only changed its weapons!”

Black Codes

After the war, most southern states had
promptly ratified the Thirteenth Amend-
ment, which banned slavery. At the same
time, however, Southern legislatures passed
black codes, laws that severely limited the
rights of freedmen.
 Black codes forbade African Americans to
vote, own guns, or serve on juries. In some
states, African Americans were permitted to
work only as servants or farm laborers. In
others, the codes required freedmen to sign
contracts for a year’s work. Those without
contracts could be arrested and sentenced to
work on a plantation.

Black codes did give African Americans
some rights they did not have before the
Civil War. For example, the codes permitted
African Americans to marry legally and to
own some kinds of property. Still, the codes
were clearly meant to keep freedmen from
gaining political or economic power.
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Define Identify

e black codes e Radical Republicans

e radical e Thaddeus Stevens

® impeach e Charles Sumner
® Fourteenth Amendment
e Radical Reconstruction
@ Reconstruction Act
e Fifteenth Amendment

The North Reacts

Republicans were angered by the black
codes, as well as by the election of former
Confederate leaders to Congress. The Joint
Committee on Reconstruction sent the Pres-
ident a report accusing the South of trying to
“preserve slavery in its original form as
much and as long as possible.” When John-
son ignored the report, members of Congress
vowed to take Reconstruction out of the Pres-
ident’s hands.

Those who led the opposition to President
Johnson were called Radical Republicans,
or Radicals. A radical wants to make drastic
changes in society. Thaddeus Stevens of
Pennsylvania led the Radicals in the House.
Charles Sumner of Massachusetts was the
chief Radical Republican in the Senate.

Radicals had two main goals. First, they
wanted to break the power of wealthy
planters who had long ruled the South. Rad-
icals blamed these “aristocrats” for the Civil
War. Second, Radicals wanted to ensure that
freedmen received the right to vote.

Radical Republicans did not control Con-
gress. To accomplish their goals, they needed
the support of moderate Republicans, the
largest group in Congress. Moderates and
Radicals disagreed on many issues. However,
they shared a strong political motive for en-
dorsing strict treatment of the South. Most
southerners were Democrats. With south-
erners barred from Congress, Republicans
easily controlled both houses.



The President vs. Congress

The conflict between the President and
Congress came to a head in 1866. In April,
Congress passed the Civil Rights Act, giving
citizenship to African Americans. Congress
hoped to combat the black codes and secure
basic rights for African Americans. When
Johnson vetoed the bill, Congress overrode
the veto.

The Fourteenth Amendment
Congressional Republicans worried that
the Supreme Court might declare the Civil
Rights Act unconstitutional. In the Dred
Scott decision of 1857, the Court had ruled
that African Americans were not citizens.
Hoping to avoid a similar ruling, Republi-
cans proposed the Fourteenth Amendment.
The Fourteenth Amendment granted
citizenship to all persons born in the United
States. This included nearly all African
Americans. It also guaranteed all citizens
“equal protection of the laws” and declared
that no state could “deprive any person of
life, liberty, or property without due process
of law.” This provision made it illegal for
states to discriminate against an individual
on unreasonable grounds, such as skin color.
The Fourteenth Amendment also pro-
vided that any state that denied African
Americans the right to vote would have its
representation in Congress reduced. Repub-
licans believed that freedmen would be able
to defend their rights if they could vote.
With the Fourteenth Amendment, Re-
publicans hoped to secure basic political
rights for African Americans in the South. In
fact, the nation had far to go before all Amer-
icans achieved equality. Over the next 100
years, citizens would seek to obtain their
rights by asking the courts to enforce the
Fourteenth Amendment.

Election of 1866

President Johnson urged the former Con-
federate states to reject the Fourteenth
Amendment. He also decided to make the
amendment an issue in the November 1866
congressional elections. Traveling through
the North, the President called on voters to
reject the Radical Republicans.
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‘ ] ewmg New Rights for Freedmen
e ¥ ORY Under the black codes, former slaves
gained some new rights, such as the right to marry
legally. Forms like this one helped freedmen keep

their marriage and family records. % Why were
family records so valuable to freedmen?

In many towns, audiences heckled the
President. One heckler shouted that Johnson
should hang Jefferson Davis. Losing his tem-
per, Johnson yelled back, “Why not hang
Thad Stevens?” Many northerners criticized
Johnson for acting in an undignified manner.

In July, white mobs in New Orleans,
Louisiana, killed 34 African Americans. This
convinced many northerners that stronger
measures were needed to protect freedmen.

In the end, the election results were a
disaster for Johnson. Republicans won ma-
jorities in both houses of Congress. They also
won every northern governorship and ma-
jorities in every northern state legislature.

The Radical Program

In 1867, Republicans in Congress pre-
pared to take charge of Reconstruction. The
period that followed is often called Radical
Reconstruction. With huge majorities in
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Rival Plans for Reconstruction

Plan

President Abraham
Lincoln (1863)

Proposed by

Republicans in
Congress (1864)

President Andrew
Johnson (1865)

Radical Republicans
(1867)

Conditions
for former
Confederate
states to
rejoin Union

= 10 percent of
voters must swear

loyalty to Union loyalty

= Must abolish
slavery

= Majority of white
men must swear

= Former Confed-
. erate volunteers
- cannot vote or
- hold office

= Must disband
state governments

= Majority of white
men must swear

loyalty = Must write new

= Must ratify constitutions

Thirteenth = Must ratify
Alatimed Fourteenth
= Former Confed- Amendment

erate officials
may vote and
hold office

= African American
men must be
allowed to vote

Graphic Organizer Sg://s

2. Critical Thinking

federal leaders debated several plans for readmitting southern states.
1. Comprehension (a) Identify one similarity between the Wade-Davis
Bill and President Johnson’s plan. (b) Identify one difference.

If Lincoln had lived, do you think he would
have supported the 1867 Reconstruction Act? Explain.

In the early years of Reconstruction,

both the House and the Senate, Congress
could easily override a presidential veto.

First Reconstruction Act

In March 1867, Congress passed the first
Reconstruction Act over Johnson’s veto.
The Reconstruction Act threw out the south-
ern state governments that had refused to
ratify the Fourteenth Amendment—all the
former Confederate states except Tennessee.
The act also divided the South into five mil-
itary districts under army control.

The Reconstruction Act required the for-
mer Confederate states to write new consti-
tutions and to ratify the Fourteenth Amend-
ment before rejoining the Union. Most
important, the act stated that African Amer-
icans must be allowed to vote in all southern
states.

Further Republican victories

Once the new constitutions were in place,
the reconstructed states held elections to set
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up new state governments. To show their dis-
gust with Radical Reconstruction policies,
many white southerners stayed away from
the polls. Freedmen, on the other hand,
proudly turned out to exercise their new
right to vote. As a result, Republicans gained
control of all of the new southern state
governments.

Congress passed several more Recon-
struction acts. Each time, the Republicans
easily overrode Johnson’s veto.

Johnson Is Impeached

It was Johnson’s duty, as President, to
enforce the new Reconstruction laws. How-
ever, many Republicans feared he would not
do so. Republicans in Congress decided to re-
move the President from office.

On February 24, 1868, the House of Rep-
resentatives voted to impeach President
Johnson. To impeach means to bring formal
charges of wrongdoing against an elected



official. According to the Constitution, the
House can impeach the President only for
“high crimes and misdemeanors.” The Sen-
ate tries the case. The President is removed
from office only if found guilty by two thirds
of the senators.

During Johnson’s trial, it became clear
that he was not guilty of high crimes and
misdemeanors. Even Charles Sumner, the
President’s bitter foe, admitted that the
charges were “political in character.”

Despite intense pressure, seven Republi-
can senators refused to vote for conviction.
The Constitution, they believed, did not al-
low a President to be removed from office
simply because he disagreed with Congress.
In the end, the Senate vote was 35 for and 19
against impeachment—one vote short of the
two-thirds majority needed to remove the
President from office. Johnson served out the
few remaining months of his term.

A New President

In 1868, Republicans nominated General
Ulysses S. Grant as their candidate for Pres-
ident. Grant was the Union’s greatest hero in
the Civil War.

By election day, most of the southern
states had rejoined the Union. As Congress

demanded, the new southern governments
allowed African Americans to vote. About
500,000 blacks went to the polls in the 1868
election. Nearly all cast their votes for Grant.
He easily defeated his opponent, Horatio
Seymour.

The Fifteenth Amendment

In 1869, Republicans in Congress pro-
posed another amendment to the Constitu-
tion. The Fifteenth Amendment forbade
any state to deny African Americans the
right to vote because of their race.

Many Republicans had moral reasons for
supporting the Fifteenth Amendment. They
remembered the great sacrifices that were
made by African American soldiers in the
Civil War. They also felt it was wrong to let
African Americans vote in the South but not
in the North.

Some Republicans also supported the Fif-
teenth Amendment for political reasons.
African American votes had brought Repub-
licans victory in the South. If African Amer-
icans could also vote in the North, they
would help Republicans to win elections
there, too.

The Fifteenth Amendment was ratified in
1870. At last, all African American men over
age 21 had the right to vote.

' Section 2 Review *

Recall

1. Identify (a) Radical Republicans, (b) Thad-
deus Stevens, (c) Charles Sumner, (d) Four-
teenth Amendment, (e) Radical Reconstruction,
(f) Reconstruction Act, (g) Fifteenth Amendment.

2. Define (a)black codes, (b) radical, (c) impeach.

Comprehension

3. Describe the Reconstruction plan enacted by
Congress in 1867.

4. (a) Why did Congress impeach President John-
son? (b) What was the result?
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P e You

5. Describe the goals of: (a) the Fourteenth
Amendment; (b) the Fifteenth Amendment.

Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Defending a Position (a) Compare John-
son’s plan for Reconstruction with the Radical
Reconstruction plan. (b) Which plan would you
have supported? Defend your position.

7. Analyzing Ideas A senator who voted against
the removal of President Johnson later said that
he did not vote in favor of Johnson but in favor
of the presidency. What do you think he meant?
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Activity Writing a Speech Write a speech from the point of view of a
radical or moderate Republican. Present your position on Reconstruction and
give reasons for your opinion.
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