Reconstruction Ends
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Explore
These Questions

® Why did Reconstruction

As end?

YOll ® How did the southern
economy expand after

Read Reconstruction?

® How did African Americans
in the South lose rights?

m In 1876, millions of Ameri-
m cans visited a great Centennial
Exposition held in Philadel-
phia. The fair celebrated the first hundred
years of the United States. Visitors gazed at
the latest wonders of modern industry—the
elevator, the telephone, a giant steam engine.
As Americans looked to the future, they
lost interest in Reconstruction. By the late
1870s, white Conservatives had regained
control of the South.

Radicals in Decline

By the 1870s, Radical Republicans were
losing power in Congress. Many northerners
grew weary of trying to reform the South. It
was time to forget the Civil War, they be-
lieved, and let southerners run their own
governments—even if that meant African
Americans might lose their rights.

Republi¢ans were also hurt by disclosure
of widespread corruption in the government
of President Grant. The President had ap-
pointed many friends to office. Some used
their position to steal large sums of money
from the government. Grant won reelection
in 1872, but many northerners had lost faith
in Republican leaders and their policies.

Congress reflected the new mood of the
North. In May 1872, it passed the Amnesty
Act, which restored the right to vote to
nearly all white southerners. As expected,
they voted solidly Democratic. At the same
time, southern whites terrorized African
Americans who tried to vote.

Define Identify
® poll tax ® Rutherford B. Hayes
® |iteracy test e Henry Grady
@ grandfather ® James Duke

clause ® Jim Crow laws
¢ segregation e Plessy v. Ferguson
@ lynching

White Conservatives were firmly in con-
trol once more. One by one, the Republican
governments in the South fell. By 1876, only
three southern states—Louisiana, South
Carolina, and Florida—were still controlled
by Republicans.

Election of 1876

The end of Reconstruction came with the
election of 1876. The Democrats nominated
Samuel Tilden, governor of New York, for
President. Tilden was known for fighting
corruption. The Republican candidate was
Rutherford B. Hayes, governor of Ohio.
Like Tilden, Hayes vowed to fight dishonesty
in government.

Tilden won 250,000 more popular votes
than Hayes. However, Tilden had only 184
electoral votes—one vote short of the number
needed to win. Twenty other votes were in
dispute. The outcome of the election hung on
these votes. All but one of the disputed votes
came from Florida, Louisiana, and South
Carolina—the three southern states still
controlled by Republicans.

As inauguration day drew near, the na-
tion still had no one to swear in as President.
Congress set up a special commission to set-
tle the crisis. A majority of the commission
members were Republicans. The commission
decided to give all the disputed electoral
votes to Hayes.

Southern Democrats could have fought
the election of Hayes. Hayes, however, had
privately agreed to end Reconstruction. Once
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in office, he removed all remaining federal
troops from South Carolina, Louisiana, and
Florida. Reconstruction was over.

Industry and the “New South”

During Reconstruction, the South made
some progress toward rebuilding its econ-
omy. Cotton production, long the basis of the
South’s economy, slowly recovered. By 1880,
planters were growing as much cotton as
they had in 1860.

After Reconstruction, a new genergation of
southern leaders worked to expand the econ-
omy. Henry Grady, editor of the Atlanta

Constitution, made stirring speeches calling
for the growth of a “New South.” Grady
argued that the South should use its vast
natural resources to build up its own indus-
try, instead of depending on the North.

Agricultural industries

Southerners agreed that the best way to
begin industrializing was to process the re-
gion’s agricultural goods. Investors built tex-
tile mills to turn cotton into cloth. By 1880,
the entire South was still producing fewer
textiles than Massachusetts. In the next
decade, though, more and more communities
started building textile mills.

Election of 1876
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Geography s“m In 1876, Samuel Tilden won the popular vote.

Yet, Rutherford B. Hayes became President when a congressional commis-
sion awarded him the disputed electoral votes of three southern states.

1. Location On the map, locate: (a) Florida, (b) Louisiana, (c) South Carolina.
2. Movement Which candidate carried the undisputed southern vote?

3. Critical Thinking Based on the map, do you think the Civil War ended
sectionalism in the United States? Explain.
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The tobacco industry also grew rapidly.
In North Carolina, James Duke used new
machinery to revolutionize production of to-
bacco products. In 1890, he bought out sev-
eral competitors to form the American To-
bacco Company. Duke eventually controlled
90 percent of the nation’s tobacco industry.

New industries

The South also tapped its mineral re-
sources. Local deposits of iron ore and coal,
as well as low wages for workers, made steel
production cheaper in Alabama than in
Pennsylvania. Oil refineries developed in
Louisiana and Texas. Other states became
leading producers of coal, copper, granite,
and marble.

By the 1890s, many northern forests had
been cut down. The southern yellow pine was
competing with the northwestern white pine
as a lumber source. Some southern factories
began to make cypress shingles and hard-
wood furniture.

A visitor from New England described
what he found on a visit to the South in 1887:

66 We find a South wide awake with
business, excited and even astonished
at the development of its own im-
mense resources in metals, marbles,
coal, timber, fertilizers, eagerly lay-
ing lines of communication, rapidly
opening mines, building furnaces,
foundries, and all sorts of shops for
utilizing the native riches. 99

By 1900, the South had developed a more
balanced economy. Still, it failed to keep up
with even more rapid growth in the North
and the West.

Restricting the Rights
of African Americans

The years after Reconstruction brought
prosperity to some southerners. For African
Americans, though, the end of Reconstruc-
tion had tragic effects.

With the North out of southern affairs,
white Conservatives tightened their grip on
southern governments. Some groups contin-
ued to use violence to keep African Ameri-

ewing Rise of the New South
St From Darkness to Light by Grant

Hamilton shows the New South rising from the ruins
of war. Hamilton created this picture for one of several
industrial expositions held in Atlanta, Georgia, in the
late 1800s. % According to this picture, what
products helped the southern economy grow?

cans from voting. Southern states also found
new ways to keep African Americans from
exercising their rights.

Voting restrictions

In the 1880s, many southern states be-
gan passing new laws that restricted the
right to vote. Poll taxes required voters to
pay a fee each time they voted. As a result,
poor freedmen could rarely afford to vote.
Literacy tests required voters to read and
explain a section of the Constitution. Since
most freedmen had little education, such
tests kept them away from the polls.

Many poor southern whites also could not
pass the literacy test. To increase the num-
ber of eligible white voters, states passed
grandfather clauses. If a voter’s father or
grandfather had been eligible to vote on Jan-
uary 1, 1867, the voter did not have to take
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5
- Because Tolerance Begins With You

****************"‘k****************

|Historical Background | | Connections to You |

During and after Reconstruction, hate
groups like the Ku Klux Klan used vio-
lence and terror to keep
African Americans from
voting or holding any
political office. Angry
mobs set fire to African
American homes,
churches, and schools.
They even lynched peo-
ple. Often, these tactics
worked. Yet many
whites and African
Americans continued

to speak out against
injustice.

| Connections to Today |

Discrimination and hate crimes have
not been limited to African Americans in
the South in the 1800s. Almost every
group in this nation has suffered the pain
of senseless hatred. People feel the sting
of prejudice for many reasons: religion,
race, economic status, age, or physical or
mental abilities.

Acts of prejudice continue today. In re-
cent years, Jewish cemeteries have been
vandalized. African American churches
have been burned. Asian American stores
have been covered in racist graffiti. Mexi-
can American or Arab American busi-
nesses have been attacked. In some areas,
police have set up special “hate crime”
units to investigate actions such as these.

Artist Jim Osborn created this painting to
encourage respect and tolerance.

Tolerance begins with you. You can
fight prejudice by respecting and appreci-
ating people’s differences. Everyone in
your class has different
talents and experiences.
You can get to know
your classmates for who
they are, rather than on
the basis of what you
think you know about
them. You will find that
you have much in com-
mon with students who
seem different.

Many schools pro-
vide opportunities for
you to increase your
ability to get along with others. Human
relations clubs promote understanding of
diverse groups. Peer-mediation programs
can teach you how to deal with anger and
conflict. By keeping an open mind and ed-
ucating yourself, you can help end dis-
crimination and prejudice.

1. Comprehension (a) What tactics did
hate groups use against African Americans
in the South? (b) Identify two kinds of dis-
crimination some people face today.

2. Critical Thinking How do prejudice
and discrimination begin?

it Making a Poster Make a
*A 55/1/_/;2 list of three things that you
could do to promote toler-

ance. Create a poster illustrating one of them.




a literacy test. Since no African Americans in
the South could vote before 1868, grandfa-
ther clauses were a way to ensure that only
white men could vote.

Racial segregation

Southern blacks lost more than the right
to vote. After 1877, segregation became the
law of the South. Segregation means
separating people of different races in public
places. Southern states passed laws that sep-
arated blacks and whites in schools, res-
taurants, theaters, trains, streetcars, play-
grounds, hospitals, and even cemeteries.
Jim Crow laws, as they were known,
trapped southern blacks in a hopeless situa-
tion. In 1885, the Louisiana novelist George
Washington Cable described segregation as:

€6 ...a system of oppression so rank
that nothing could make it seem
small except the fact that [African
Americans] had already been ground
under it for a century and a half. 99

African Americans brought lawsuits to
challenge segregation. In 1896, in the case of
Plessy v. Ferguson, the Supreme Court
ruled that segregation was legal so long as
facilities for blacks and whites were equal.
In fact, facilities were rarely equal. For ex-
ample, southern states spent much less on
schools for blacks than for whites.

Violence

When Reconstruction ended, groups like
the Ku Klux Klan declined. However, violent
acts against African Americ“ans continued.
During the 1890s, almost 200 Americans
were lynched each year. Lynching is the il-
legal seizure and execution of someone by a
mob. Four out of five lynchings took place in
the South, and the majority of the victims
were African American.

Some lynching victims were accused of
crimes. Others were simply considered trou-
blemakers. Victims—including some women
and children—were hanged, shot, or burned
to death, often after painful torture. Mem-
bers of lynch mobs rarely faced punishment.
By the late 1800s, some reformers began to
speak out against lynching.

Results of Reconstruction

Reconstruction was a time of both suc-
cess and failure. Southerners faced hard
times. Still, the South gained a public educa-
tion system and expanded its rail lines.

As a result of Reconstruction, all African
Americans became citizens for the first time.
These rights eroded after Reconstruction
ended. However, the laws passed during Re-
construction, such as the Fourteenth Amend-
ment, became the basis of the civil rights
movement almost 100 years later.

' * Section 4 Review * ===

Recall

1. Identify (a) Rutherford B. Hayes, (b) Henry
Grady, (¢) James Duke, (d) Jim Crow laws,
(e) Plessy v. Ferguson.

2. Define (a) poll tax, (b) literacy test, (c) grand-
father clause, (d) segregation, (e) lynching.

Comprehension

. 5. Describe two ways that African Americans lost

their rights after Reconstruction ended.

' Critical Thinking and Writing

6. Evaluating Information Do you think that
Reconstruction was successful? Explain.

| 7. Predicting Consequences How do you think

Plessy v. Ferguson affected later efforts to

3. Why did Radical Republicans’ power decline? achieve equality for African Americans?

4. How did the economy of the South change?
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Activity Acting a Scene With a partner, act out a scene of an African
American man trying to vote in the South in the late 1880s. Begin by consid-
ering how you might feel if you knew that you had the right to vote, yet some-
one was able to prevent you from voting.
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