Sherman’s troops captured Atlanta in
September 1864. They burned the city in No-
vember. Then Sherman began his “march to
the sea.”

Sherman’s troops ripped up railroad
tracks, built bonfires from the ties, then
heated and twisted the rails. They killed
livestock and tore up fields. They burned
barns, homes, and factories.

Lincoln Is Reelected

In 1864, Lincoln ran for reelection. At
first, his defeat seemed, in his own words,
“extremely probable.” Before the capture of
Atlanta, Union chances for victory looked
bleak.@incoln knew that many northerners
were unhappy with his handling of the war.|
He thought that this might cost him the
election.

The Democrats nominated General
George McClellan to oppose Lincoln. Al-
though he had commanded the Union army,
McClellan was more willing than Lincoln to
" compromise with the South. If peace could be
achieved, he was ready to restore slavery.

When Sherman took Atlanta in Septem-
ber, the North rallied around Lincoln. Sheri-
dan’s smashing victories in the Shenandoah
Valley in October further increased Lincoln’s
popular support. In the election in Novem-
ber, the vote was close, but Lincoln remained
President.

In his second Inaugural Address, Lincoln
looked forward to the coming of peace:

66 With malice toward none, with
charity for all...let us strive...to
bind up the nation’s wounds. ..to do
all which may achieve a just and a
lasting peace among ourselves and
with all nations. 99

The War Ends

Grant had begun a drive to capture Rich-
mond in May 1864. Throughout the spring
and summer, he and Lee fought a series of
costly battles.

Northerners read with horror that Grant
had lost 66,000 dead and wounded in a sin-
gle month at the battles of the Wilderness,
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battles of the Civil War pitted Grant
against Lee in Virginia. Finally, on April 9,
1865, Lee surrendered at Appomattox
Courthouse.

1. Location On the map, locate:
(a) Richmond, (b) Petersburg,
(c) Appomattox Courthouse.

2. Place Where did Grant hold Lee
under siege for nine months?

3. Critical Thinking Which battle
took place first: Cold Harbor or Spotsyl-
vania? Explain.

Spotsylvania, and Cold Harbor. Still, Grant
pressed on. He knew that the Union could
replace men and supplies. The South could
not. .

Lee dug in at Petersburg, near Rich-
mond. Here, Grant kept Lee under siege for
nine months. At last, with a fresh supply of
troops, Grant took Petersburg on April 2,
1865. The same day, Richmond fell.



